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5. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH THIS EMBASSY ENDORSES THE IDEA OF UNHCR 
SUPPORT FOR THE EXPENSIVE REFUGEE-RELIEF PROGRAM IN 
PAKISTAN, WE RECOMMEND THAT, IF POSSIBLE, THE USG NOT BE 
SEEN AS PLAYING AN ACTIVE ROLE IN STIMULATING UNHCR 
INVOLVEMENT. THIS WOULD ONLY CONSTITUTE FURTHER "PROOF" OF 
WHAT THE DRA REGARDS AS HOSTILE USG INTENT AGAINST THE 
KHALQI REGIME. THE DRA WOULD FIND IT MORE DIFFICULT TO 
CONTEND WITH MUSLIM OR NONALIGNED (E.G., SAUDI ARABIA OR 
INDIA) URGING THAT THE UNHCR PROVIDE HUMANITARIAN HELP. 
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E.O. 12065: GDS 8/25/85 (FLATIN. BRUCE A.) OR-M 

TA'GS: SREF. SHUM. PEPR. AF, US, PK. UN 

SUE J: (LOU) AFGHAN REFUGEE SITUATION IN PAKISTAN 

RfcF: STATE 221826 

1, • (C - ENTIRE TEXT) 

2. RE THE DEPT'S QUESTION IN PARAGRAPH 7 OF THE REFTEL, WE 
CAN EXPECT THE KHALQI REGIME TO OPPOSE UNHCR ASSISTANCE TO THE 
AFGHAN REFUGEES IN PAKISTAN. SINCE THE EXPIRATION OF THE 
AMNESTY CAMPAIGN KABUL DIRECTED AT THE REFUGEES SOME MONTHS 
AGO, THE DRA HAS REPEATEDLY STATED THAT IT DOES NOT RECOGNIZE 
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THESE EXILES AS "REFUGEES," REFERRING TO THEM INSTEAD AS 
"CRIMINALS" WHO ARE BEING EXPLOITED BY "REACTIONARY FORCES" 
IN PAKISTAN TO ATTACK AFGHANISTAN FROM SAFEHAVEN BASED BEYOND 
THE DURAND LINE. 

3. WHEN THE IDEA OF UNHCR ASSISTANCE FOR THE REFUGEES WAS 
RAISED TENTATIVELY SOME MONTHS AGO. THE DRA REACTED STRONGLY 
AGAINST THE POSSIBILITY OF THE UN'S SO "INSULTING" A UN 
MEMBER. AT THAT TIME. LOCAL PAKISTAN EMBASSY OFFICIALS INDICATED 



PAGE NO. 



em mum copy 



424 



423 



TE*T OF TELEGRAM 79KABUL 006400 



THAT PAKISTAN. NOT WANTIKG TO RILE THE TOUCHY AFGHANS ANY 
FURTHER. HAD DECIDEO NOT 10 PRESS FURTHER FOR UNHCR ASSISTANCE. 

4. DURING A RECENT CONVE* SATION WITH THE A/OCM. SOVIET 
MINISTER-COUNSELOR VASSILlV SAFRONCHUK MENTIONED THAT HE 
HAD HEARD THAT THE UNHCR WAS CONSIDERING ASSISTANCE TO THE 
AFGHAN REFUGEES IN PAKISTAN. SAFRONCHUK OBSERVED THAT THE 
DRA WOULD FIND THIS UN INVOLVEMENT UNACCEPTABLE. 

5. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH THIS EMBASSY ENDORSES THE IDEA OF 
UNHCR SUP PORT FOR THE EXPENSIVE REFUGEE -RELIEF PROGRAM IN 
PAKISTAN^ 
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DRA WOULD FIND IT MORE DIFFICULT TO CONTEND WITH MUSLIflTJR , 4 a 

NONALIGNED (E.G.. SAUDI ARABIA OR INDIA) URGING THAT THE 
"OftHCR PROVIDE HUMANITARIAN HELP. AMSTUTZ 
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